God's Word is Like Seed...
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In today's Gospel reading, Jesus explains
& the parable of the sower and the seed to

: €9 the disciples. Like the seed, the word of
God comes to all sorts of people. Some people hear it and the
devil takes it away, like the seed that falls on the path and is
eaten by the birds. Some people hear God's word and love it
for a little while, but they don't let it grow deeply in
themselves, like the seed on rocky ground  _ -
that doesn't grow good roots. Some people // o

: . ) 7

hear God's word and it starts to grow in
them, but they have so many other things
going on in their lives that they forget God.

The people who hear the word of God and let it grow in
them are like the good soil. When the sower plants the seed
in the good soil it gets deep roots, grows high and produces a
good harvest. When we receive the word of God well, it
takes root in us so that it is really deep in our
hearts. It grows when we feed it by learning

more about God and trying to love Him
more. It produces a harvest when other
people come to love God because of us.

What kind of soil are you like? Do you let /
God's word be snatched away as soon as you
hear it? Do you let it take root in your heart
and love it, or 1s it like the seed sown on
rocky ground that is too shallow? Do you
let other things in your life crowd out
God's life in you, or do you let God's word
in deep and feed it and let it grow?
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Here is the parable Our Lord told in today's
Gospel reading, with pictures!

A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed,

some of the % fell on on the %and
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B came and ate it up. Some fell on rocky
ground, where it had little soil.

[t sprang up at once because the soil was
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not deep, and when the - Q — rose it was

grew up and choked it. But some Q fell on
rich soil and produced fruit, a hundred or

sixty, or thirty-fold.



Saint henry

holy Roman €mperoy
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HENRY WAS
THE SON OF
A DUKE AND
A PRINCESS.
HE WAS
BORN IN 973
AND WAS
TAUGHT
WELL BY
THE HOLY
BISHOP el
WOLFGANG. g

world...

What does it profit
a man to gain the

HENRY MAY HAVE BEEN CON-
SIDERING THE PRIESTHOOD,
BUT WHEN HIS FATHER DIED
HE WAS MADE DUKE. gy, .

ONE DAY HIS NOW
DEAD TEACHER, SAINT
WOLFGANG, APPEARED
TO HIM.

AFTER
L. SIX

[ You have been chosen.

HE PREPARED FOR
DEATH BY DOING
GOOD, BUT IN SIX
YEARS HE BECAME
EMPEROR INSTEAD!

[HENRY RULED THE
EMPIRE WELL AND RE-
SPECTED THE CHURCH.

’ - .
v R i e
/] A ¥
T
c

[ We won't touch &
those lands- they
belong to the Church!

HIS ARMIES ONLY FOUGHT TO
DEFEND LAND FROM THEIR
ENEMIES AND TO PROTECT
THE PEOPLE.
31 Q)

[ Our aim in this battle is to
bring peace to our subjects.

God placed |
you here to
rule His people.)

HENRY LOVED
THE MONASTIC
LIFE, BUT WHEN
HE ASKED TO
JOINA
MONASTERY
THE ABBOT
TOLD HIM THAT
HIS JOB WAS TO
CONTINUE TO
RULE INA
GODLY WAY.

SAINT HENRY DIED IN 1024. HE HAD THE HIGHEST POSITION OF
POWER IN EUROPE, BUT HE DID NOT TAKE ADVANTAGE OF IT.

HE KNEW THAT GOD GAVE HIM THE POWER TO LOOK AFTER THE
PEOPLE. GOD WANTS US TO RESPECT PEOPLE IN AUTHORITY
AND TO CARE FOR OTHERS WHEN WE ARE IN AUTHORITY.
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[saiah 55 Unscramble

Unscramble the words to finish today's first reading!

Thussaysthe ~~  :[DRLO]
Just as from the heavens
the ~~ [NIRA]Jland ~  [OWNS]
come down

and do not return there

till they have wateredthe , [HRATE]
making it fertile and fruitful,
giving ~ [EDSE] to the one who sows
and [EBDRA] to the one who eats,
so shall my word be
that goes forth frommy ; [TOUMH]

my | DOWR] shall not return to me void,

but shall do my will,

achieving the end for whichl ~~~ [NTSE]it.




