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Sunday 14th December 2025  
YOUR SERVICES THIS WEEK: Third Sunday of Advent (Cycle of Readings Year A; Weekday Cycle Year 2) 

Saturday 13th December  Third Sunday of Advent (Gaudete Sunday)  Mass: 17:00 (HC)   

Sunday 14th December   Third Sunday of Advent (Gaudete Sunday)  Mass: 09:00 (CTK)  
Sunday 14th December  Third Sunday of Advent (Gaudete Sunday)  Mass: 10:30 (CTK)  
Monday 15th December  Weekday of Advent    …………………………. 
Tuesday 16th December  Weekday of Advent    Mass: 10:00 (CTK)  
Wednesday 17th December Weekday of Advent II (O Sapientia)   Mass: 10:00 (CTK)  
Thursday 18th December  Weekday of Advent II (O Adonai)   W&C:  9.15 (HC)  
Thursday 18th December  School Advent Mass    Mass:  10.00 (CTK School) Staff and Children  
Friday 19th December  Weekday of Advent II (O Radix)   Mass: 10:00 (CTK) Susana de Leon + 
Saturday 20th December  Fourth Sunday of Advent    Mass: 17:00 (HC)   

Sunday 21st December   Fourth Sunday of Advent    Mass: 09:00 (CTK)  
Sunday 21st December  Fourth Sunday of Advent    Mass: 10:30 (CTK) Betty Fitzroy (Anniversary) 
           

(CTK) = CHRIST THE KING  (HC) = HOLY CROSS 
Live Stream:  the Sunday 9.00am and 10.30am Masses at Christ The King are available on Live Stream for those unable to attend in person: 
Live Services – Christ The King & Holy Cross    

Confessions: Are available by request, before or after Mass, please ask Father Frank for a convenient time.   

Holy Hour: Prayer before the Blessed Sacrament –Thursday 10.30-11.30 

Diocesan Prayer League: Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, Charlton Kings 

Mass Book: Year A Volume 1: 
Page 88 (Third Sunday of Advent) 

 

Christ the King Church is open most days for 
private prayer from 10am to 4pm 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Matthew: 11:2-11 ‘Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?’ 
 

Advent - a time for joyful waiting: The Third Sunday of Advent is known as “Gaudete Sunday”, on this 

day the Rose Pink candle is lit to focus on the Joy of waiting and preparing for God’s coming. “Gaudete” is the 
Latin word for “Rejoice”, as we read in the first words from today’s Entrance Antiphon: “Rejoice in the Lord 
always: again, I say, rejoice”.  The Entrance Antiphon continues to give us the reason for this great joy: “The 
Lord is near.”   

Waiting for something can be difficult sometimes can’t it; we can get impatient and restless for something to 
happen. But if something good is to come, then even the period of waiting can be a happy time. This is the 
case with the greatest of waiting times: Advent, waiting for the baby Jesus and His second coming. Pope Francis 

once said that Gaudete Sunday should be the “Sunday of Joy”. So today, rather than be sad and downhearted about the things that we 
do not have, let us think about the good things that we do have and thank God for the blessings of them. 

Dear Father in heaven, we offer thanks to you for sending John the Baptist to prepare the way for the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ. 
Help us to heed the Baptist’s message to repent and to renew our commitment to live as you would wish us to.  So often we are impatient 
for your coming, yet we are fearful of living our lives as one with you. Come and ease our anxiety. Come and reward our patience. Come 
and remove our sorrow as we eagerly await the day of your birth. We make this prayer through Christ, Our Lord, Amen.  

https://ctkandholycross.org.uk/live-services/


 

Holy Cross 

Coffee after Mass - Saturday 13th December 

Reading Rota  
13th December – Nick Acland 
20th December – Jane Parker 

Welcome Rota             
13th December – Philippa Simpson 
20th December – Bella Warren 

Monthly Rosary   
4:40pm Saturday 3rd January  

Please note that there will be a W&C service at Holy Cross on 
Thursday 18th December. 
 

 

Christ the King School 

The Chaplaincy Team at Christ the King school 
recently received special badges and certificates 
and presented to the school all the wonderful 
work that they do for charities, the homeless 
and making a difference to everyone in the CTK 
community. The school are rightly proud of their 

Chaplaincy Team. Well done to you all! 

On Tuesday 16th December at 6.30pm, we welcome the school 
children, staff, parents and guardians to their Annual Christmas 
Concert in CTK Church.   

On Thursday 18th December at 10.00am there will be an 
Advent Mass in the School to which all Parishioners from Holy 
Cross and CTK are warmly invited.  

The school term ends on Friday 19th December and we wish all 
children, staff, parents and guardians a lovely Christmas and well-
deserved rest when that time comes.   

 

 Christmas Services 

Christmas Eve (Wed 24th Dec) – First Mass of Christmas at 
19.30pm in CTK Church, preceded by Carols at 19.00hrs. 

Christmas Day (Thu 25th December) – Mass at 10.00am in Holy 
Cross Church.  

Christmas Day (Thu 25th December) – “Quiet” Mass at 9.00am 
and Mass with “Living Crib” at 10.30am at CTK Church 

St Stephen “Boxing Day” (Fri 26th December) – Mass at 
10.00am in CTK Church 
We are very grateful to Canon Michael Fitzpatrick who will 
celebrate the Christmas Day Mass at Holy Cross. There will be a 
practice for the “Living Crib” following the 10:30am Mass 
on Sunday 21st December.  

A volunteer list for readers is now available at the back of 
Church. Please sign up if you would like to read over the 
Christmas period.    

Foodbank 

Please note that we are asked not to buy mince pies, as they may 
contain alcohol. Plenty of other items will be welcome, though - 
the list is on the noticeboard and on the box. The last collection 
from CTK will be on Wednesday 17th December. Thank you for all 
contributions. 

 

CAFOD 

Tickets are now available for the Christmas raffle, in support of 
CAFOD's Advent appeal. The main prize is a hamper of fairtrade 
goods. Tickets £1, available after both Masses this weekend, with 
the draw next Sunday, 21st. 

Christmas Nativity 
Displays (CTK) 

My grateful thanks to all those 
who supported the two weeks 
of Nativity displays from the 
Repository. 

The cribs, cards and books all 
sold very well, and the church 

benefitted from the generous amount of £475 taken over this 
period. My thanks to all of you for your generosity and to those 
who gave up their time to help. Judith Hurford 
 

Holy Hour (CTK) 

Please note that there will be no Holy Hour at CTK Church on 
Thursday 18th December. The next Holy Hour prayer service will 
be on Thursday 8th January at 10.30am. 

 

Prayers 
Please remember in your prayers all our Parishioners who are ill, 
in hospital or housebound particularly Carrie Sidoli, Peter 
Bradshaw, Tony Gaynor, Michael Bishop, Mary McCoy, Anne 
McAllister, Mairead O’Donnell. 

Anniversaries 
We remember those whose anniversaries occur around this time. 
May they rest in peace Bridie Devlin, Tom O’Malley, Connie Gifford, 
Norah Billett, John Conway, Lillian Beever, Michael Coghlan, 
Leonard Riviere, Tom Neary, Shahab Tavakoli, John Fey, Joseph 
Mayer, Harold Barritt. 

Christ the King Forthcoming Dates 

Quiz Night ……………………………     19:30 Wednesday 17th December 
Music Night … …………………………  19:00 Sunday 14th December 
Friday Music Night …………………   19:30 Friday 2nd January  

 

CTK Readers, Offertory and Music  

Date  
9.00 

Reader 
 

10.30  

Collector Music 

Reader 1 Reader 2 

14th 
Dec K Byrne D Waters L Emm 

P & L 
Morrissey Folk 

Group 

21st 
Dec P Wells P McGillan F Pollard 

L & S 
Emm Choir 

 

 

Christ the King Church Cleaning Rota 

Mon 15th & 22nd Dec M Scott & D Rees 
Mon 29th Dec & 5th Jan C & J Hurford 

 

CTK Weekend Coffee Rota 
Sunday 14th December A Clarke & Family 
Sunday 21st December M Gilroy & M Cullimore 
 

 

Special Ministers (CTK) Rota  

14th Dec: 9:00 J Hurford/K Gill 10:30 M Wallis/F Beck 
21st Dec: 9:00 T Fernandez/S Evans 10:30 M Scott/D Nicholls 
 
 

CTK Children’s Liturgy (“Little Church”) 

Children’s Liturgy (“Little Church”) will take place this Sunday 14th 
December during the 10:30am Mass. 

 

 

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 

There will be the third meeting for all who are interested in 
becoming a Catholic or returning to the faith in the Parlour Room 
(downstairs in Porch House) after the 10.30am Mass this Sunday, 
14th December.  

 

 

Octopus Pantomime 

It’s Panto Time Again!  Oh yes it is!   

Octopus Drama Group will be performing 
everyone’s favourite Pantomime, Cinderella, 
In the church hall from Wednesday 7th 
January to Friday 9th January at 7.30 

pm and on Saturday 10th January at 11 am and 2.30 pm. 

This version of the much-loved classic has been written and 
directed by Abi Baskerville and is bound to make you boo, hiss and 
cheer in equal measure. There are many familiar faces in the cast 
and a few new ones, so come along and help Octopus celebrate 
it’s 55th year of performing at Porch House! 

 

Operation Elf and Christmas Tree Gifts 

The PACT Family Engagement Manager from HMP Eastwood Park 
collected the children’s gifts kindly donated for their appeal this 
week. The donations far surpassed all expectations! Thank you so 
much for these. A “Thank You” letter from the Prison will follow in 
due course.    

Any gifts which remain will be placed under the Christmas Tree at 
CTK Church for the local children’s charities (as has been the 
practice in previous years). Any additional gifts for under the tree 
will be most welcomed. Please wrap these and mark the age and 
if for a boy or girl. Thank you in advance for any donations 
received.  

 

 

 


