2025 AGM Pastoral Report (29th April 2025)

Our Parish Community was shocked and deeply saddened by the unexpected death of Father George
on the 13th of September 2024. This was an event which none of us had expected or indeed had
prepared for. After a time of grief and disbelief, it was thanks to the tremendous support of so many,
that our great sadness was transformed into two most fitting and poignant celebrations of Father
George’s life with the Mass of Reception at Holy Cross on Wed 9th October, led by Father Richard Mway
the Salvatorian Provincial Superior and the Requiem Mass at Christ The King on Thursday 10th October,
led by Bishop Bosco, with Bishop Declan also in attendance. Both celebrations could not have gone
better, and both were fitting tributes to Father George from both Parish communities. On Friday 29th
November, as part of the Christ the King weekend celebrations, there was also a Mass held at Christ the
King School in memory of Father George, again led by Father Richard, at the end of which the School
Chapel was dedicated to Father George’s memory.

Father George’s legacy will remain with us for many years to come, and we will continue to keep himin
our prayers, as we do the rest of his family.

It was thanks to all our faithful Parishioners, and the Diocesan and Salvatorian Clergy, that together we
were able to pull through a most difficult and challenging time in our Parish history.

We are most eternally grateful to Father Frank and our two Deacons, Lawrence and Kingsley, who are
now our established Clergy Team for the foreseeable future, Father Frank has returned to us as our
“Priest in Residence”, leading our weekly and weekend Mass celebrations, and providing spiritual
leadership and guidance to our two churches. Father Frank’s appointment was agreed jointly by Father
Richard and Bishop Bosco. As part of this same agreement, Deacon Lawrence has now assumed
responsibility for all day-to-day administration and pastoral issues. In due course, an additional Admin
Support appointment will be announced to provide support to Deacon Lawrence and the Parish Office.

In what has been an eventful past 12 months, we are now in a second period of mourning as we say
goodbye in this life to our deceased Pope Francis whose Requiem Mass will take place on Saturday 26th
April and whose life will be commemorated at Christ the King on Tuesday 29th April and at Holy Cross
on Thursday 1st May. It is too soon to consider who Pope Francis’s successor may be, but we leave this
in the hands of God and the Holy Spirit to guide our Church through what lies ahead in the future.

Looking briefly at some of the pastoral highlights over the past 12 months away from the above, in
chronological order:

On the 23rd of October 2024, Bishop Bosco celebrated Confirmations at CTK Church for 43 young
adults from Churches within the Pastoral Area of St Edmund of Abingdon, which included 12 candidates
of our own. This was a wonderful evening.

Our Christ the King weekend celebrations this year were both poignant but also buoyant. The
Parishioner and Friends attendance on the Saturday evening for the Quiz, which included a musical
interlude by Father George’s family was heart-warming, as was the children’s entertainer and “wine and
nibbles” event that followed the Sunday morning masses.

On the 4th and 8th of December 2024, 4 “young adult” parishioners received their First Reconciliation
and First Holy Communion led in celebration by Father Eugene and Father Richard respectively. These
were moments of great celebration since all involved had contacted us volunteering to proceed with
their Sacramental preparations after being baptised as young children many years previously.

We were most grateful to Father Mario Lainez SDS, for agreeing to take up “temporary” residence as our
Shepherd and for celebrating the Mass with us from the 4th Sunday of Advent, through Christmas and
the New Year period. Without Fr Mario stepping forward, we would have struggled since obtaining
Supply Priest cover over this period is particularly challenging.



One of the undoubted highlights of the past year was the brief visit in February by Bishop Lazarus SDS,
now the Bishop of Morogoro in Tanzania and formerly a Parish Priest here. We were blessed by his visit
during which he celebrated Mass at both Churches, Christ the King school and Eastwood Park Prison
and held a meeting with Bishop Bosco at St Ambrose. Bishop Lazarus was warmly welcomed by all
Parishioners, particularly during the social events which took place after the Saturday Vigil and Sunday
morning masses.

Moving now to Easter, it was noticeable that the numbers attending the Holy Week Triduum Services
across both Churches more than held their own and were most noticeable at the Easter Vigil and Easter
Sunday services. This year, we were able to celebrate a Maundy Thursday and Easter Vigil Mass in
Thornbury and Good Friday and Easter Sunday Services in both churches. A particular highlight was the
reception of three Parishioners into Full Communion within the Church in Thornbury and a further two
who were received at Holy Family, Patchway. Our congratulations go to Eva Lowenberg, Luke Bennett,
Sam Mindenhall, and Sarn and Cecilie Bradshaw.

The above provides a chronological summary, what it fails to include is the magnificent work that a
small number of volunteers perform in terms of taking communion to the sick and house bound in both
Churches, the baptisms and marriage preparations which take place when requested and the on-going
commitment to Eastwood Park Prison, the Thornbury and Wotton Care Homes, contributions to the
Churches Together movements (including the Good Friday Walks of Witness) and the Advent Penitential
(19 December) and Lent Reconciliation (3 April) services which were held. We would also like to pay
tribute to the work done by other Parishioner groups at both Churches - the Choirs, Readers, Altar
Servers, Eucharistic Ministers, Cleaners, Gardeners, Flower Teams, all who help with the maintenance
of our Church and Parish owned Buildings plus all others who work “behind the scenes” to get things
done, both big and small, on a regular and ongoing basis.

We now look ahead to Sunday 4th May, when the six children who have regularly been attending this
year’s First Holy Communion Programme (including their First Forgiveness on the 8th of March) will
receive Holy Communion for the first time. This will be a special celebration for them and our Parish as
awhole.

Sadly, since the last AGM held on the 25th of April 2024, in addition to Father George, we have
celebrated the lives of John Taaffe, Alan Waites, Len Jacobs, Les Watson, Anne Doyle, Anna Ramsland,
Mary Hawthorn, Patrick McNeill and Mary McKeown within our two Churches. We continue to pray for
them and their families. May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed through the mercy of
Godrestin peace. Amen. At the opposite end of life’s journey, we also celebrated 13 Baptisms and have
helped 2 couples with marriage preparations for celebrations taking place in Ireland and the USA and a
possible third in the pipeline.

One of the positives which arose from the sad death of Father George was the introduction of Live
Streaming for the Sunday Masses, other special Masses and celebrations at Christ the King Church. We
continue to receive positive feedback from some of our Parishioners who are unable to attend Mass in
person (through sickness or hospitalisation). Parishioners are also able to watch the Weekday Services
from their homes in “real time” even though these may not be scheduled and recorded. On a related
note, with regards to our Parishioners who are sick, a list of Parishioners from both Churches who either
they or their family have requested will be included in the weekly Parish newsletter. Please let us know
via the Parish Office if you are aware of anyone who would wish to be included in this list and/or may
appreciate a home visit.

Finally, as we continue this Jubilee Year of Hope, we intend to offer Parish visits to the Cathedral and/or
Glastonbury before the year end and aim to provide other Pastoral events which may be of interest as
the months progress. We would particularly like to hear from anyone who may be considering joining
the Church or may need pastoral help and support at this time.

Deacon Lawrence



