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Sunday 9th March 2025

YOUR SERVICES THIS WEEK: First Sunday of Lent (Cycle of Readings Year C; Weekday Cycle Year 1)

Saturday 8th March First Sunday of Lent Mass: 17:00 (HC)
Sunday 9th March First Sunday of Lent Mass: 09:00 (CTK)
Sunday 9th March First Sunday of Lent Mass: 10:30 (CTK)
Monday 10th March Weekday of Lent === m-- ---
Tuesday 11th March Weekday of Lent W&C: 10.00 (CTK)
Wednesday 12th March Weekday of Lent W&C: 10.00 (CTK)
Thursday 13th March Weekday of Lent W&C: 09:15 (HC)
Friday 14th March Weekday of Lent W&C: 10.00 (CTK)
Saturday 15th March Second Sunday of Lent Mass: 17:00 (HC)
Sunday 16th March Second Sunday of Lent Mass: 09:00 (CTK) Bernard Fox +
Sunday 16th March Second Sunday of Lent Mass: 10:30 (CTK)
(CTK) = CHRIST THE KING (HC) = HOLY CROSS

Holy Hour: Prayer before the Blessed Sacrament -Thursday 10.30-11.30
Diocesan Prayer League: St Joseph, Stonehouse Annunciation, Woodchester

Mass Book: Year C Volume 1:
Page 153 (First Sunday of Lent)

Christ the King Church is open most days for
private prayer from 10am to 4pm

Jesus was led by the Spirit in the wilderness and tempted by the devil

CAFOD LENT APPEAL 2025 - CAFOD, the Catholic Agency for Overseas Development, is the official aid
agency of the Catholic church in England and Wales, and this Friday, 14th March, is their Lenten Family
Fast Day, when we are invited to pray, eat simply and give in support of their work with some of the poorest
communities across the world.

Pope Francis has called us to be ‘Pilgrims of Hope’ in this Jubilee year. This is to be a Year of hope for a world
suffering the impacts of war, global debt, and climate change.

Sadly, in the last few weeks, the UK government has announced that it will cut spending on overseas aid by
40%. Other nations have taken similar actions in recent weeks. This means that in some of the poorest
countries on earth, more people will die and many more will lose their livelihoods.

Pope Francis reminds us in his encyclical from 2020, Fratelli Tutti, “Each day we have to decide whether we
want to be Good Samaritans or indifferent bystanders “. This is a time when we must choose compassion over indifference, action
over inaction.

By giving to CAFOD, we share hope with the world's poorest communities - those like Lokho’s in Kenya, who you can see on our
CAFOD poster. CAFOD supported Lokho’s community through the food crisis in East Africa from Harvest 2022 onwards. Today, the
kitchen gardens we hear about in this Lent appeal feed their community.

There is a reminder of the ways to donate on the back of the bulletin. Other ways to get involved with CAFOD’s work this Lent are
to support the Big Lent Walk; join us this Fast Day in the lounge at 12:30 for a simple soup lunch; make a Jubilee pledge of
a monthly donation; join us for Stations of the Cross on 11th April; and pray with the CAFOD community by signing up for their
weekly gospel reflections. Thank you for all you do to support CAFOD’s work this Lent. By fasting, giving and praying together this
Lent, we can spread hope to all who seek it.




CAFOD's Lent Family Fast Day is
this Friday, 14th March. Do join us
for a soup at 12:30 in the lounge to
hear more about CAFOD's work. The
appeal will be made this Sunday -
please take an envelope home, for
return next Sunday or any time later in
the month with any donation you are able to make. If you use the
envelope, please complete the gift aid slip if you are a UK taxpayer
and are entitled to do so. Donations may also be made via the
Dona machine at the back of church, via the QR code on the
CAFOD lanyard, or online. Thank you for your support.

Big Lent Walk

Jean is once again undertaking the Big Lent Walk, walking 200km
in 40 days to help CAFOD's fight against global poverty. To support
her, please go to the fundraising page here. Thank you.

CAF' D

Catholic Agency for
Overseas Development

Thornbury Churches Together

Lent Lunches

These will now take place on March 16th and
March 23rd at St Mary’s Church Hall. 12.00 for
12.30

Please sign up at the back of the church or
message Pat on 07765 402395 so that we can
judge numbers for catering. Everyone is welcome.
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Holy Cross
Coffee after Mass - Saturday 12 April
Reading Rota
8th March - Yvonne Baker
15th March - Edna Parker

Lent House Groups (CTiW)
To sign up, please get in contact with group leaders direct.

Mondays 9.30am: Kate Tutty Shepherds Leaze (on 10th, 17th,
24th & 31st Mar) stmaryschurchwarden@gmail.com 844371
Tuesday Mornings: Alison & Alan Jackson Old Town (Starting 11th
March) alan.jackson1942@btinternet.com

Wednesdays 2.30pm: Roger and Shirley Wyse Bearlands
(Starting 5th March) riwyse@gmail.com

Wednesdays 8.00pm: Elizabeth Woodland Wotton Baptist Church
(Starting 5th March) ewoodland@outlook.com

Thursdays 11.30am: Andy Wotton Baptist Church (Starting 6th
March) Andy@wottonbaptist.org.uk 01453 844726

Thursdays 7.00pm: Arlene Hillsley (6th, 13th, 27th March, 3rd &
10th April) arlene@wottonbaptist.org.uk.

Pope Francis — Message for
Lent 2025

Pope Francis, despite his stay in
hospital, has issued his Lenten
Message as normal, we continue
to pray for him and those who
are caring for him:

“"This Lent, God is asking us to
examine whether in our lives, in
our families, in the places we work and spend our time, we are
capable of walking together with others, listening to them,
resisting the temptation to become self-absorbed.”

On the recent troubles across the world, Pope Francis also had
these poignant words to say with a plea for peace:

“From here (his hospital bed), war appears even more absur
calling for prayers for “tormented Ukraine, Palestine, Israel,
Lebanon, Myanmar, Sudan and Kivu."”

”

First Forgiveness

Please remember in your prayers
the six children from our First
Holy Communion programme for
this year who will be making their
First Forgiveness (Reconciliation)
this Saturday 8th March. We
pray for them, their families and sponsors on this special day and
as they continue their journey to their First Holy Communion in
May.

Foodbank
The list of items requested for March is available at the back of
church: it is similar to February's, with sauces, pulses and dog
food, plus some toiletries, and noting that they have a good stock
of some other items such as biscuits and chocolate. Thank you as
always for your donations.

Prayers
Please remember in your prayers all our Parishioners who are ill,
in hospital or housebound and Carrie Sidoli, Peter Bradshaw, Len
Crayston, Eddie Murphy and Michael Setter.

Recently Deceased

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Anna Maria Ramsland who
died recently. Anna’s funeral service will take place at Holy Cross
on Tuesday 18th March at 1.00pm, followed by burial at
Wotton Cemetery at2.30pm. May her soul and the souls of all
the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.
Amen.

Anniversaries
We remember those whose anniversaries occur at this time. May
they rest in peace: William Miller, Edward Tomaszewski, Marie
Tuckwell, Peggy Long, John Fitzgerald Jnr, David Williams, Horace
Short, Ivor Richards, James Naughton, Flo Johnson, Cecile
Brinkman, William Viner, Sister Josephine O'Malley SDS, Michael
Bradshaw.

Christ the King Forthcoming Dates

Quiz Night...ooviiiiiiiee 20.00 Wednesday 19th March
CAFOD Soup Lunch.... 12.30 Friday 14th March
Music Night (*) oo 20.00 Sunday 16th March

(*) Please note that there will no music night this Sunday,
9th March.

CTK Readers, Offertory and Music

Date 9.00 10.30 Music
Reader Reader 1 Reader 2 Collectors

9th K Byrne L Emm D Waters | J&H Folk

March Lewis Group

16th P P Davey M Wallis L& S Emm | Choir

March | O'Rourke

Christ the King Church Cleaning Rota
Monday 10th and 17th March: M Scott & D Rees

Rite of Election (Saturday 8th March)

People from across the Clifton Diocese will gather at the Cathedral
to celebrate the Rite of Election, where those who are journeying
towards becoming full members of our Catholic community will
meet and be presented to Bishop Bosco. The celebrations begin at
11.00am on Saturday 8th March. Please keep them in your
prayers and particularly the five members of our Parish family who
are part of those to be recognised at the celebration, who are
looking to be received into the Church at the Easter Vigil on the
19th of April.

CTK Weekend Coffee Rota
Sunday 9th March: M Stephens
Sunday 16th March: D Rees & G Brooks

Special Ministers (CTK) Rota
March 9th: 9.00 S Evans 10.30 J Wallis
March 16th: 9:00 M O’Leary 10:30 L Emm

Stations of the Cross
Fridays of Lent after the 10.00am Mass and
at 7.00pm in the evening, at CTK Church.
The Stations of the Cross on Friday evening
will commence on Friday 14th March (to
avoid clashing with the Women’s World Day
of Prayer evening service).

—

Gospel Reflection — Luke 4:1-13
“Jesus was led by the Spirit in
the wilderness for forty days.”

In today’s gospel, we hear how Jesus
went out into the desert. Just like
Lokho and her community, Jesus
knew what it was like to live in harsh
conditions and at the end of the forty days he was hungry. During
this difficult time, Jesus was not alone. He was filled with the Holy
Spirit, who strengthened him throughout his time of preparation
and prayer. Knowing that we are never abandoned - that God is
always with us - let us also stand alongside and support those who
are facing serious challenges in our world today.
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