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Sunday 5th January 2025

YOUR SERVICES THIS WEEK: Solemnity of the Epiphany (Cycle of Readings Year C; Weekday Cycle Year 1)

Saturday 4" January Epiphany of the Lord Mass: 17:00 (HC) Jane Daniel (Sick)
Sunday 5" January Epiphany of the Lord Mass: 09:00 (CTK) Bernard Fox +
Sunday 5" January Epiphany of the Lord Mass: 10:30 (CTK)
Monday 6% January Monday after Epiphany === === ---
Tuesday 7% January Tuesday after Epiphany W&C: 10.00 (CTK)
Wednesday 8t January Wednesday after Epiphany W&C: 10.00 (CTK)
Thursday 9*" January Thursday after Epiphany W&C: 09.15 (HC)
Friday 10* January Friday after Epiphany W&C: 10.00 (CTK)
Saturday 11" January The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord Mass: 17:00 (HC) Mike & Liza (Safe Journey)
Sunday 12" January The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord Mass: 09:00 (CTK) Mark, Helen & Len Jacobs +
Sunday 12" January The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord Mass: 10:30 (CTK)
(CTK) = CHRIST THE KING (HC) = HOLY CROSS

Holy Hour: Prayer before the Blessed Sacrament -Thursday 10.30-11.30
Diocesan Prayer League: St Thomas of Canterbury, Fairford with Cricklade

Mass Book: Year C Volume 1:
Page 115 (Epiphany of the Lord) |-_) Donate with Dona

Christ the King Church is open most days for
private prayer from 10am to 4pm

Matthew 2:1-12
We have come from the East to worship the King

Reflection
WISE MEN  + People often say, “travel broadens the mind.” Regardless of any physical journey that we may have wished
+ , STILL SEEK to make, our whole lives are a journey. And whilst making our life journey, we all have the opportunity to
T + L HIM follow something good, even if the path to that goodness may sometimes be a little wayward. The wise men
+ who followed the star to Bethlehem did so out of a belief that something good would come out of it. In doing

so, it is likely that they would have encountered some bad and challenging moments along the way, King
Herod and his entourage perhaps the worst of them. But the star that they followed led them to the greatest
gift of all. They entered the stable at Bethlehem leaving their gifts of Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh. They left
having met the baby Jesus, the Son of God, after which their lives would never quite be the same again. This
great Solemnity of the Epiphany is such a wonderful feast because it is a reminder that the same baby Jesus
is for all of us, not just a chosen few. God gives to each one of us, hidden under one form or another, a star glittering in the darkness
that we can follow. And if we chose to go where God leads us, we will meet with Christ Jesus, in all sorts of ways that perhaps none of us
could ever imagine or expect. Wise men (and women!) continue to seek God, just as they did at that time and on that winter’s night,
more than 2,000 years ago.

An Epiphany Prayer: Lord Jesus may your light shine our way, as once it guided the steps of the magi: that we too may be led into
your presence and worship you, the Child of Mary, the Word of the Father, the King of nations, the Saviour of mankind; to whom be glory
for ever. Amen.

rr_ |



https://portal.mydona.com/assets/webPay/index.php?cid=611

5 Jubilee Year 2025 - Pilgrims of Hope
V,,:JQ * Father in heaven, may the faith you have
§ ooo =y given us in your son, Jesus Christ, our brother,
;}7 S and the flame of charity enkindled in our
¢ f hearts by the Holy Spirit, reawaken in us the

\,\c,° blessed hope for the coming of your Kingdom.

PILGRY May the grace of the Jubilee reawaken in us,
Pilgrims of Hope, a yearning for the treasures

of heaven. May that same grace spread the
joy and peace of our Redeemer throughout the earth. To you our
God, eternally blessed, be glory and praise for ever. Amen. (Pope
Francis)

Holy Cross
Coffee after Mass - Saturday 11th January
Reading Rota
4% January - Yvonne Baker
11% January - Edna Parker
Induction Service - New Baptist Minister
Saturday 11 January at 2pm at the Wotton Baptist Church. Please
see the Church Noticeboard for further details and let the Baptist
Church know if you are intending to stay for afternoon tea.

Thank You
Thank you for your generous Christmas donations to the Clergy
which came to £1833.08. This was very much appreciated.
Deacons Kingsley and Lawrence were also most grateful to the
Parishioners for the generous gifts and word of thanks for their
contributions to the Parish over the past few months.

Christ the King Forthcoming Dates
Music Night ...ccoiiiiiiies 20.00 Sunday 5th January
Quiz Night....c.ooviiiiiien o 19.30 Wednesday 15th January

Prayers
Please remember in your prayers all our Parishioners who are ill,
in hospital or housebound and in particular Carrie Sidoli, Peter
Bradshaw, Len Crayston, Eddie Murphy and Michael Setter.

Anniversaries

We remember those whose anniversaries occur at this time. May
they rest in peace: Dot Neary, Andrew Henderson, John Kelly,
Brigid Smith, Michael O’Sullivan, Lesley Walley, Joseph Loh, Mary
Townsend, Anthony McKenna, Val Smith, Violet Crayston,
Madeline Coghlan, Eileen Magor, Teresa Spong, Sally
Cunningham, Denis Lyden, Janet McNicholas, Mark Jacobs, Fr
Julius Schaefer, Joan Nicholas, Jan Cebula, Kathleen Gleich
Honorah, Brian Frost.

CTK Readers, Offertory and Music

Date 9.00 10.30 Music
Reader Reader 1 Reader 2 Collectors

5th N D P Davey P&L Choir

Jan McCarthy | Nicholls Morrissey 4
Hymn
s (M)

12th G Hunter | M Wallis A Collins L &S Emm | Choir

Jan

Christ the King Church Cleaning Rota
Monday 6% January: M Scott & D Rees
Monday 13% January: C & J Hurford.

Foodbank
Thank you for your donations over the Christmas period. Regular
items, such as tinned potatoes, UHT milk and fruit juice, are now
once again requested. Copies of the full list for January are pinned
to the noticeboard at the back of church.

CTK Weekend Coffee Rota
Sunday 5™ January: M Gilroy & M Cullimore
Sunday 12" January: S Emm & J Wallis

Primary School Admissions 2025

Starting School? If you have a child born between 1 September
2020 and 31 August 2021, then now is the time to apply for a
place at a primary school for admission from September
2025 onwards. You must complete an application form that is
available from the school admissions team of the South
Gloucestershire Council via their website: click here for details

If your child has been baptised and you are applying for a Catholic
school, you must also provide a copy of the baptism certificate to
the school. Please ensure you apply by the closing date of 15
January 2025.

Special Ministers (CTK) Rota
Sunday 5™ January: 9:00 T Fernandez 10:30 M Wallis
Sunday 12% January: 9:00 S Evans 10:30 M Scott

Children’s Liturgy (“'Little Church”)
“Little Church” will re-convene on Sunday 12th January during
the 10.30am Mass at Christ the King Church.

Sunday Music Group
The Music Night will start again this Sunday 5th January 2025.
All are most welcome.

Holy Hour
Please note that the Holy Hour of adoration before the Blessed
Sacrament will resume on Thursday 16th January at 10.30am.

Welcome back!
We are delighted to welcome back Fr Frank Waters, SDS, who has
returned as Priest in Residence within the Parish from this week.
Father Frank and Deacons Kingsley and Lawrence will be your
Parish Clergy Team from this week onwards.
We wish all our Parishioners, Families and Friends a happy and
peaceful 2025 and look forward to supporting you in the year
ahead.

Octopus Drama Group...it’s Panto Time!

4 8"~ 11"gan2025

8 Written and directed by
Alison Bagngll

Octopus Drama Group
The Octopus Christmas Pantomime: “Alice’s
Adventures in Pantoland” will take place
from 8th to 11th January 2025 in CTK
Parish Hall.
Thank you to our regular Hall users for their
flexibility during this week.

Alice’s Advént
/

in Pantolanci /

ks ok R

£8, Under 18: £6 \‘0 S
Rosio & Rex Gift Shop
jigh St., Thombury

Parish Office
Please note that from Mon 6th Jan - Fri 14th Feb inclusive, the
Parish Office will be open on Tuesday mornings (9.30 - 12.30)
only. Emails (via the usual Parish email address) will continue to
be monitored. In the event of an emergency during these dates
(urgent need) please contact Lawrence Emm Tel. 07976 228133.

Pastoral Area of St Wulstan: A Pastoral Area Forum will take
place on Saturday 18th January from 11:00am until
approximately 1:00pm (coffee from 10:30am) at English
Martyrs, Tuffley (247 Tuffley Lane, Tuffley, Gloucester, GL4 ONX).
There will be a particular focus on the Holy Year ‘Pilgrims of Hope.’
Tea and coffee will be available, and you are welcome to bring a
packed lunch for the end of the session. All invited.

Epiphany Homily

(Pope Francis, 6th January 2024, St Peters Basilica)

We find the God who comes down to visit us, not by basking in
some elegant religious theory, but by setting out on a journey,
seeking the signs of his presence in everyday life, and above all in
encountering and touching the flesh of our brothers and sisters.
Contemplating God is beautiful, but it is only fruitful if we take a
risk, the risk of the service of bringing God to others. The Magi set
out to seek God, the great God, and they found a child. This is
important: to find God in flesh and bone, in the faces of those we
meet each day, and especially in the poor. The Magi teach us that
an encounter with God always opens us up to a greater reality,
which makes us change our way of life and transform our world.



https://beta.southglos.gov.uk/school-admissions-2024-2025/

