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Sunday 22nd September 2024  
YOUR SERVICES THIS WEEK: Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Cycle of Readings Year B; Weekday Cycle Year 2) 

Saturday 21st September  Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time Mass: 17.00 (HC)   Fr George Malecki SDS +  
Sunday 22nd September  Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time  Mass: 09.00 (CTK) Fr George Malecki SDS +      
Sunday 22nd September  Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time Mass: 10.30 (CTK) Fr George Malecki SDS + 

Monday 23rd September  St Pius of Pietrelcina     --- --- ---                   
Tuesday 24th September  Memorial of Our Lady of Walsingham   W&C: 10.00 (CTK)    
Wednesday 25th September Weekday in Ordinary Time   W&C: 10.00 (CTK)   
Thursday 26th September  Weekday in Ordinary Time  W&C: 09.15 (HC)  
Friday 27th September  St Vincent de Paul   W&C: 10.00 (CTK)   
Saturday 28th September  Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time Mass: 17.00 (HC)   
Sunday 29th September  Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time  Mass: 09.00 (CTK)      
Sunday 29th September  Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time Mass: 10.30 (CTK)  
           

(CTK) = CHRIST THE KING  (HC) = HOLY CROSS  
Holy Hour: Prayer before the Blessed Sacrament –Thursday 10.30-11.30 

Diocesan Prayer League: St Edmund, Calne; St Anthony of Padua, Melksham       

Mass Book: Year B Volume 2: Page 135 
(Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

                             

Christ the King Church is open most days for 
private prayer from 10am to 5pm. 

                                                                                                                           

                                                          Father Georgio (George) Malecki SDS +                                            

It is now just a week ago since we heard the sad and unexpected news about the death of Father George 
whilst on holiday in Northumberland. Father George had been the Parish Priest of our two churches at 
Holy Cross and Christ The King since September 2016, his second time here. His unexpected death will 
remain a shock for so many of the Parishioners who knew him well and others who came to know him. 
We pray for the repose of his soul, we pray for his family especially his mum Natalina, the Salvatorian 
Community and ourselves at this time. We take comfort in knowing that Father George was enjoying time 
away, in a beautiful part of the country, and is now at peace and with God. In death, we cherish life both 
in this world and in the next.  
One of Father George’s great loves, and a place in which he excelled was at Christ The King school. On 

Monday of this last week, the Teachers, Support Staff and children came together to pray for Father George and here are their memories 
about him: “Fr George was such a special man. He dedicated his whole life to teaching everyone about Jesus and showing us all how 
much God loves us. He truly was a man of God. He always had time for everyone and was always there to listen to us if we needed 
someone to talk to. Father George always had a smile on his face, and nothing was ever too much trouble. Father George loved coming 
into Christ the King – to see all the children, to celebrate Masses with us, to chat to us and answer our questions and he even enjoyed 
having a school dinner or two! He absolutely loved music, and he liked nothing better than bringing in his guitar and singing  hymns with 
us all – he sometimes even brought his brother along to join in the fun! Father George always made a difference wherever he went  - he 
was kind and caring and always put the needs of others before himself.  Father George was such an important part of our school family 
and CTK won’t be the same without him. He will be so very greatly missed by us all. We will all have our own special memories of Father 
George, and these memories will live on in our hearts forever.” May his soul rest in peace. Amen.  
  

https://portal.mydona.com/assets/webPay/index.php?cid=611


 

  

REFLECTION 
This weekend’s Gospel:  

Mark 9:30-37 
“Anyone who welcomes one of 
these little children in my name, 
welcomes me” 
Jesus frequently identified himself 
with those who held little or no 
social status. In this weekend’s 
Gospel, He aligns himself with a 

child. In the culture of the time, children had no social standing, 
power or influence. They were valued not for who they were, but 
for what they may become. Jesus uses the example of children in 
response to a dispute which arose among the disciples as to which 
of them was the greatest. Jesus made it clear that social status 
and rank were not important in his eyes, nor were they the values 
of the Kingdom of God.  In God’s kingdom, what matters most is 
becoming the servant of all, even of those whom society considers 
to be of no status or importance. Like the disciples, we too can be 
easily influenced by the values and opinions of those around us, 
which are against Jesus’ teaching. It is only by keeping our focus 
on Jesus, and being attentive to His teaching, that we can allow 
His values to shape our own and live the sort of life that He would 
wish us to.   
 

“ 

Holy Cross 
Coffee after Mass - Saturday 21st September   

Reading Rota  
21st September – Yvonne Baker 
28th September – Edna Parker  

 

Confirmation Programme (CTK) 
The first session for those preparing for 
the Sacrament of Confirmation will take 
place on Sunday 22nd September at 
09.15am in Porch House (Parlour 
Room). This will be for all registered 
candidates.   
Classes will be for one hour and it is 
important that Candidates attend these if 

they wish to be confirmed this year.   
 

Children’s Liturgy (“Little Church”)  
The next Children’s Liturgy will take place during the 10.30am 
Mass at CTK Church this Sunday 22nd September.   

    

 

Thank you! 
For your contributions to “Evangelii Gaudium” (Home Mission) 
Sunday last weekend. The combined total raised from both 
Churches came to £174.27, for which many thanks.    

 

Holding Out Hope  
The Holding out Hope charity which has a long association with 
Christ the King will cease operating as a registered charity on its 
25th Anniversary on Sunday 6th October. Parishioners are 
invited to a free tea, coffee and cake gathering after Mass to 
celebrate the achievements of the charity and for supporters to 
meet prior to closure. Please come along, all welcome.  

 

Parish Update  
Whilst Father George’s death has left a great void for us to fill, our 
Parish life continues. We remain most thankful to Father Frank for 
celebrating the Masses for us this weekend (21st and 22nd 
September) and are taking steps to finalise plans for the coming 
weeks. There is no date set as yet for Father George’s funeral, but 
this is hoped to include a Memorial Mass in the evening at Holy 
Cross and a Requiem Mass at Christ The King the following day, 
with burial at Thornbury Cemetery after this. Dates will be 
announced just as soon as they are confirmed. We are actively 
progressing the introduction of Live Streaming at Christ The King 
so that those who are unable to be at the Requiem Mass will be 
able to watch this on-line. We will also be promoting a Memorial 
Book on the Parish website where people can post memories and 

reflections of Father George. Thank you to those who have sent 
emails to the Parish Office with offers of help and support for the 
future, these have all been gratefully received. We will move 
forward on these in the coming weeks and months. We have also 
received a message of sympathy from Thornbury Baptist Church 
and from other Churches both in Wotton and Thornbury.  
Many thanks to all.     

Christ the King Forthcoming Dates 
Music Night ........................................ 19.00 Friday 4th October 
Quiz Night ..................................19.30 Wednesday 2nd October 

Recently Deceased 

Please pray for the repose of the soul of John Taaffe who died 
peacefully on Tuesday 3rd September with all his family with him. 
John will be received into the Church on Tuesday 1st October at 
6.00pm, his Requiem Mass will take place at 10.00am on 
Wednesday 2nd October, followed by burial at Thornbury 
Cemetery. Please keep John’s family in your prayers at this time. 
May his soul and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the 
mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.  

Prayers 

Please remember in your prayers all our Parishioners who are ill, 
in hospital or housebound and in particular Carrie Sidoli,  Barbara 
Drewitt, Peter Bradshaw, Len Crayston and Lisa (formerly) 
Crayston. 

Anniversaries 
We remember those whose anniversaries occur at this time. May 
they rest in peace: Fr Danny Burns SDS, Richard Hopkins, Cecil 
William Rhodes, Rita De Souza, James Hawkins, Rose Griffiths, 
John O’Rourke, Mary Banks, John Price, Phyllis Reddan, Jack Bond, 
Fr Stanislaus Smith SDS, Pat Heffernan, Doreen Rochford, Edith 
McCarthy, Alan Philips.  

CTK Readers, Offertory and Music 

Date  9.00 

Reader 

 

10.30 

Reader 1 

 

Reader 2 

 

Collectors 

Music 

22nd 

Sept 

K Byrne F Pollard P McGillan D & N 

Waters 

4 

Hymns 

(J) 

29th 

Sep 

N 

McCarthy 

G 

Cullimore 

J Dennis M & J Wallis Folk 

Group. 

Christ the King Church Cleaning Rota 

Monday 23rd & 30th  September: M Gilroy & K Byrne 
 

 

CTK Weekend Coffee Rota 
Sunday 22nd September: A Clarke & Family 
Sunday 29th September: M Gilroy & M Cullimore 
 

 

Special Ministers (CTK) Rota 

September 22nd: 9.00  S Evans   10.30  J Wallis  
September 29th:  9.00 M O’Leary 10.30  R Hetherton 
 

 

 

Grass Cutting Rota (CTK) (* once every 2 weeks) 

w/c September 15th: M Wallis  
    

St Pius of Pietrelcina (Padre Pio) 

Monday 23rd September is the Feast Day of St 
Pius of Pietrelcina, better known as “Padre Pio”, 
popularly acclaimed as one of the greatest 
saints of the 20th Century. A devoted Priest 
who touched so many people that some 
100,000 people are understood to have 
attended his funeral on the 23rd of  September 
1968. There are many famous inspiring quotes 

attributed to him, perhaps the best-known being: “Pray, hope and 
don’t worry. Worry is useless. God is merciful and will hear your 
prayer.” Saint Padre Pio, pray for us.    
 


